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an enemy whom they can agree to detest. It is a tenable hypothesis that the nationalist leaven in French thought tended upon the whole to sweeten the body politic and to rid it of some of its more rancorous humours. It is true that it administered in a very deplorable degree to foment anti-Semite prejudice; but if this aspect of its influence be deducted, the general trend of its operation was to infuse a wider and more generous tone into politics, to inculate a spirit of comradeship, a higher sense of devotion to the large interests of the State, combined with a greater feeling for the historic glories of France and for that invisible and imperious bond which binds the living to the dead in a spiritual and efficacious communion. This was the valuable side of nationalism, viewed as an ethical agent It was estimable not because it preached the hatred of Germany but because it preached the love of France, not by reason of its antagonisms but in virtue of its generous affinities, not because it worked for a foreign war but because it endeavoured to compose a domestic peace. Its strength lay in the fact that it did succeed in restoring to the national consciousness a vivid sense of some precious things which had been overlooked, forgotten, or trampled underfoot. The admirable speeches delivered by M. Maurice Harris in the Chamber in 1912, in defence of the small parish churches in France, at a time when the reckless iconoclasrn of the Government was placing them in grave peril of destruction, not only exhibited in a true light the minor glories of French ecclesiastical architecture, but brought out in a very striking and eloquent way the value of the parish church to a village as a centre of agelong associations and a symbol of social unity and peace. And in general the nationalists rendered excellent service by their exaltation of all the natural forms of local and provincial piety which had been so greatly overshadowed by the centralizing policy of the revolutionary State, so that, in reading the literature of the party, one is conscious of a pervading tone of affectionate warmth about everything in France which might contribute to build up the patriotic purpose and character.
The weakness of the party, if party it can be called, was on the side of practical and constructive statesmanship*   It